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 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter, held on Tuesday 27th April 2021 commencing at 7pm using Zoom technology.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr J Arrowsmith, Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy * Mr P Kelly (7.05pm) Mr P Mann.
*Mrs S Healy joined the meeting by telephone.
County Councillor
           Mrs M Bell.

Borough Councillor             Mrs D Clews.
Parish Clerk


Mrs E Higgins.
Assistant Clerk Finance 
Mrs K Meads.
Item 1- Welcome 
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the online Parish Council Meeting.
Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.
There was no recording of the meeting. 
Item 3 – Apologies
Apologies were noted from Borough Councillor Mr A Clews due to work commitments.
There was no representative from the police following the departure of PCSO Sarah Fretter. 

PC 1391 Lauren Hughes is the police officer now responsible for this area. 
Item 4 – Notice of Interest

There were no declarations of interest for this meeting.
Item 5 – Public Question Time.
There were no members of the public present. 
The overhanging branches opposite Mancetter Post Office from the trees at Wathen Grange had been raised with the clerk prior to the meeting by a parishioner. Mrs D Clews offered to report this through to NWBC and also WCC if enforcement is needed due to being over a footpath.
Item 6 – Minutes of the last meeting.
The draft minutes from 23rd March 2021 were formally signed by the chair as a true record of proceedings.

Item 7 – Matters arising from the previous minutes.
· Information has been posted on the website and noticeboards advertising the Parish Councillor vacancy, but there have been no enquiries to date.

· Atherstone Civic Society are pursuing the location of the Roman Mancetter Heritage Board, which was on the corner of the site formerly occupied by the Plough Inn. Mr P Kelly speaks to the resident concerned when passing by with the dog. He will ask about the sign next time he sees him.
· The Parish Council have encountered communication difficulties with Tarmac. A local resident has expressed an interest in trying to set up a Quarry Liaison Meeting and has managed to speak to the Quarry Manager. The Clerk will work with the resident to try and get some meeting dates set up.
Item 8– Feedback from Police, Borough and County Councillors.
No update was available from the police.

NWBC
Recently there has been work undertaken to remove some of the Poplar trees in Mancetter Recreation Ground. Neither the Ward Councillors or the Parish Council had been informed, and had to deal with concerned residents wanting to know what was going on. Mrs D Clews has been reassured that both parties will be notified in future as further works are due to take place.
WCC

Councillor Bell is still under purdah regulations due to the forthcoming elections on 6th May 2021.
Traffic in Ridge Lane and the resurrection of Speed Watch groups has been raised. Unfortunately, volunteers had come forward for Speed Watch Training in April 2019, but no action was taken by the Police at the time.
Mrs G Forknall had been contacted by a PCSO sometime last year to undertake training and she made a valid point that residents would feel more comfortable if they operated away from their usual place of residence.
 It was agreed that if Mancetter and Ridge Lane residents swopped over, then people may be more receptive to join a Speed Watch group. Mr P Kelly had been contacted recently to attend training on 3rd May but due to the length of time it had taken and concerns over reprisals had decided to withdraw from the scheme. Mrs D Clews will contact Robert Beggs at NWBC to find out more.
A resident from Lewis Close has highlighted issues with the height of the drop kerbs and problems with the condition of the block paving. There is a nice seated area which unfortunately residents with mobility difficulties are unable to enjoy. Remedial work will be arranged as a joint venture between WCC and the NWBC Ward Councillors. 

Item 9- Any other Parish Business for Discussion – not covered in any other agenda points.
· It was agreed to redelegate powers to the Clerk to enable the council to function once remote meeting legislation ends on 7th May 2021. This will be reviewed meeting by meeting and is an emergency measure should the council be unable to meet face to face to make decisions.
· Legally, the council needs to hold an annual meeting of parishioners between 1st March and 1st June each year. Last year due to the pandemic councils were unable to meet this timescale. Mancetter usually has very productive annual meetings, with positive attendance from the community. To comply with legislation, it either needs to hold an online meeting prior to the 7th May or a face-to-face meeting between 17th and 31st May, (taking into consideration the proposed step 3 of the roadmap easing coronavirus restrictions).
The Councillors agreed unanimously to hold a brief online meeting at 7pm on 5th May and endeavour to have an in person meeting sometime in September 2021.

· Traffic Calming Update
Quarry Lane is the first of the five locations identified to have installed updated road markings including 30mph roundels and dragons teeth.

An email from the Police Inspector was not supportive of the use of a camera and has once again referred things back to the County Council who insist that the approval of the police is required to move things forward. Meanwhile there has been a further increase in fully loaded lorries passing through the village at speed. Mancetter Neighbourhood Watch have a face book page which has tagged MP Craig Tracey into the ongoing call for action. The Clerk will contact Craig Tracey to see if he can help unlock the stalemate.
· The issue of dog waste disposal was deferred to another meeting. The Mancetter Parish Footpaths Contractor has reported unpleasant problems with dog mess whilst strimming and maintaining Rights of Way. It is particularly bad in the stretch by the River Anker opposite the former Bull Inn on the A5 at Witherley.

· Next year sees the 70th anniversary of the Queens ascension to the throne. It was suggested by Mr H Blackburn that local groups unite in a similar way to the World War One anniversary to mark the occasion. 6 trees had been planted in the cemetery to mark the 60th anniversary, and it was suggested by Mr T Hopkins that a further 7 could be planted one for every decade of her reign. RC Smith has given an outline price of £300 to do some more display planters spelling out “ER 70 years” on Mancetter Green and the grass verge in Ridge Lane. Mrs S Healy suggested collecting local memories of meeting the Queen and the late Duke of Edinburgh which could possibly be put together into a booklet.
· It was proposed by Mrs S Healy seconded by Mr P Kelly and agreed unanimously by all Councillors, to adopt the new national model code of conduct once it has been approved by North Warwickshire Borough Council. 
Item 10 – Planning Matters 
· Update on enforcement issues.
No information has been given on the outstanding enforcement issues within the parish. 
The Northern Area group of Local Councils have been applying collective pressure on the Borough Council for action. Mancetter Parish Council will write again to Steve Maxey and consider approaching WALC for further guidance.
· Two new planning applications PAP/2021/0133 for 36 Harpers Lane and PAP/2021/0184 for 37 Purley View have been received. The Parish Council has no objections to either application.

· Mrs S Healy has gone through the Draft Local Plan and is in the process of producing a crib sheet to highlight important points which can then be included in a review of the Mancetter Neighbourhood Plan. A vote of thanks was recorded for her detailed efforts.
Item 11– Finance
· Mr T Hopkins and Mrs G Forknall signed the financial paperwork in accordance with the Bank Mandate.
· Councillors had received the Summary of the Final Accounts for the year ending March 2021 and no questions were raised or issues identified. The Internal Auditor is currently in possession of all the paperwork required for audit. Mr J Arrowsmith would like a breakdown of the current reserves and this will be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
· Insurance Renewal. It was proposed by Mrs G Forknall, seconded by Mr H Blackburn and agreed unanimously, to accept the quotation provided by Zurich and enter into a long-term agreement for five years at a cost of £586.81 per annum inclusive of insurance premium tax. A vote of thanks was given to the Chair and the Clerk for obtaining a favourable deal for the Council.
· The Clerk will continue on her current contracted hours for the time being and it was proposed by Mr H Blackburn and seconded by Mr P Mann to award a salary increment to the next point on the NJC pay scale resulting in an increase of 22p per hour.
Item 12– Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish.
· Mr P Kelly is awaiting receipt of a confirmed start date and revised quotation for the work to the cemetery railings. 
· Mr T Hopkins and Mr P Kelly will arrange to meet in Mill Lane to look at the best way of dealing with the gap in the fencing.

Item 13 - Date of next meeting: 
Wednesday 5th May 2021 at 7pm. Annual Meeting of Parishioners using Zoom Technology.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
Signed        
Date: 

